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I am no more pessimistic than when I left India. I never believed that we would get anything more than what our own internal strength entitled. The Round Table Conference negotiations have been a method of finding out the measure of our strength compared with those with whom power at present resides. We have evidently failed. The Congress, therefore, must refill the battery so that it will be powerful enough to do its work.
Mahatma Gandhi thought that it was a good thing that he came to England. His work outside the Conference had been more valuable than the work inside it. He was willing to continue negotiations provided Government's policy was a policy of conciliation and consultation of public opinion^ and if the Premier's declaration left room for the acceptance of the Congress demands. In that event, he would advise the continuance of whole-hearted co-operation. Mahatma Gandhi regretted that he had not met Mr. Churchill and others. He expects to reach India on 28th December
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243.    DISCUSSION WITH J. F. HORRABIJf AMD OTHERS1
LONDON, December 3, 1931
HORRABIN :    Government proposals are dangerously plausible.
GAHDHIJI ; The declaration is no advance on past year. In one essential respect it is a backward step. Not that it has gone back, but whereas last year's proposals2 were tentative, this year's leave no room for alteration. They are not provisional but final, Last year's are to be accepted subject to the recommendations made by the Federal Structure Committee. These are stiffer than last year's, e.g.. Financial safeguards. Last year's conclusions were, I was told, not final and that is why I came. The declaration accepts the findings of the Federal Structure Committee. Every report states a dissent but does not say whose. If the quantum of the vote of each party was to be considered, the Congress vote would be larger than all put together.
Defence and Finance are Crown subjects. It is a wholly untenable position. No man is master of his household unless he has control over the door-keeper and his purse. So I said Indians accepting this would make themselves a laughing-stock. It is a humiliating position. It is also dishonest. Government should have
1 The  discussion  took place  in  the  evening.
2 Those made at the First Round Table Conference